SO                 II.    MONT   VELAN.

Howsoever, the queen verily did know her peas-
ants, and their cottages and fields, from Zurich
to Geneva, and ministered to them for full twelve
years.

In 962, her son Conrad gave authority almost
monarchic, to her Abbey of Payerne, which
could strike a coinage of its own. Not much
after that time, her cousin Ulrich, Bishop of
Strasbourg, came to visit her; and with him
and the king her son, she revisited all the re-
ligious institutions she had founded, and finally,
with them both, consecrated the Church of
Neuchfitel to the Virgin. The Monastery of the
Great St. Bernard was founded at the same time.

I cannot find the year of her death, but her
son Conrad died in 993, and was buried beside
his mother at Payerne.

And during the whole of the nth century,
and more than half of the i2th, the power of
Bertha's institutions, and of the Church gener-
ally, increased in Switzerland; but gradually
corrupted by its wealth of territory into a feudal
hierarchy, against which, together with that of
the nobles who were always at war with each
other, Duke Berthold IV., of Zsehringen, under-
took, in 1178, the founding of FRIBOURG in
Uchtland.

The culminating point of the new city above'
the scarped rocks which border the Sarine (on